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Saving Face
Ava Anderson is the next generation of skincare
had unsettling amounts of harmful chemicals in
them. “I spent almost all last school year trying
to find products without these chemicals, but I
found out that there really are no safer products,”
Ava says. “I had thrown away unsafe products, but
I was unable to provide replacements.”
So what do you do when you can’t find any
makeup or skincare that you feel safe using? Well,
if you’re concerned enough and you’re committed
enough to change things, you start your own skincare line. It doesn’t matter if you’re 15. So that’s
what Ava did. In December, she launched the first
line of Ava Anderson Non Toxic, which is the only
skincare in the country in which every ingredient
registers as a zero on the Cosmetics Database –
meaning there are no harmful chemicals, and they
don’t even contain mild irritants.
While most teenagers would choose to spend
their summer by the pool with friends, Ava spent
this past summer working with chemists in New
York who were interested in making a zero hazard
skincare line, but dubious that it could be done.
After months of rejected formulas and insistence
from her that every ingredient be completely nontoxic, they found formulas that provide good skincare, and provide it safely. This first launch of
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